Those who attended the Sanitary Section of the Social Science Association at its late meeting in this city, must have been struck with the zeal displayed by the various gentlemen who took part in the discussion of those measures which were submitted with the view of improving the general health of communities. Not a few of the revelations made, or of the plans proposed, must have been in exact accordance with the experience and opinions of almost every hard-working member of the medical profession, especially of those whose lot has been, or is, to practise among the horny-fisted sons of toil. The schemes referred to having for their main object the prevention of disease, it is high time that the followers of the healing art should reflect seriously on the position which they are likely in the course of time to occupy relatively to the public at large.
In a rude age, when all was dark as to the constitution of men's bodies, and when everything connected with the vital processes was wrapt in mystery, it was natural that a blind empiricism in the treatment of disease should meet with that recognition which an occasionally fortunate issue is, even in the present day, sure to confer upon it. As experiment and observation advanced, it was equally natural, seeing that 
